VSA Minnesota seeks a Music Practitioner with experience working with adults with developmental cognitive disabilities and physical disabilities
Location: 430 Railway Street South, Dundas, MN

Description: VSA Minnesota is a non-profit arts organization whose mission is to create a community where people with disabilities can learn through, participate in and access the arts. VSA Minnesota seeks a Music Practitioner to teach music activities as a part of a collaborative project with Epic Enterprise Inc., a day program for adults with moderate to severe disabilities in Dundas, MN (near Northfield). The goal is to create an ongoing arts program to enhance the quality of clients’ lives and strengthen their connections to others by providing them with opportunities to create art as a means of self-expression.
Over the course of eight weeks, the Music Practitioner will work with 30 adults with developmental cognitive disabilities (some with additional physical disabilities) to increase their music-making skills and engagement in music activities. In addition, the Music Practitioner will train six staff to teach music activities as an ongoing and daily program at Epic. Peer coaches involved with this project will facilitate the planning, reflection and assessment meetings.
Responsibilities include:

· plan and teach small group music activities in accordance with clients’ needs, capabilities and interests;
· encourage clients to engage during the session through the use of a range of accessible musical instruments* and their own voices to express themselves; 
· review and assess music sessions to monitor effectiveness and to aid the planning of subsequent sessions;
· provide in-service training for staff to continue and develop an ongoing music program; and
· make suggestions to maintain a variety of music lessons and units, a music library, necessary materials, equipment, and supplies.
*Epic’s collection includes djembe drums, paddle drums, ocean drums, shakers, bells, and xylophone.
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities:

· knowledge of various appropriate activities and equipment used in music programs designed to engage adults with developmental cognitive disabilities and/or physical disabilities;
· ability to teach engaging, challenging music activities to clients 

· ability to train staff to teach engaging, challenging music activities to clients;
· ability to be flexible and patient, with an adaptable approach; and

· excellent organizational, communication, and interpersonal skills.

Dates: March - April 2012 (dates/times TBD)
Commitment: The Music Practitioner will work approximately 50 hours which includes: 10 hours planning, 8 hours prepping, 24 hours teaching and 9 hours of reflection/training. Over the course of eight weeks, the Music Practitioner will visit the site eight times to teach three one-hour sessions with up to 10 clients and meet with six staff for one hour either for reflection with the peer coaches or to teach staff new skills. 
Compensation: $2,150 and up to $450 for mileage reimbursement.
Requirement: Must have reliable transportation. Equivalent combinations of education and experience that provide the required knowledge, skills, and abilities will be evaluated on an individual basis.
To Apply: Submit cover letter, resume and references to: 

VSA Minnesota

Attention: Jenea Rewertz-Targui, Arts in Education Coordinator

528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 305

Minneapolis, MN 55403

Fax: (651) 305-0132

Email: jenea@vsamn.org
Questions, call: 612-332-3888 or 800-801-3883
For more information, visit: www.vsamn.org
